
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING DECEMBER 11, 2017 7:00 P.M. 

The meeting was opened by announcing this was an open meeting of the Common Council.  Notice of 

this meeting was given to the public at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting by forwarding the 

complete agenda to the official City newspaper, The New Richmond News, and to all news media who 

have requested the same as well as posting.  Copies of the complete agenda were available for 

inspection at the City Clerk’s office and on the City’s website at www.newrichmondwi.gov.  Anyone 

desiring information as to forthcoming meetings should contact the City Clerk’s office. 

 

Roll call was taken. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Horne, Alderman Ard, Jackson, Montello, Volkert and Zajkowski 

 

Members Absent: Alderman Kittel 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Alderman Ard moved to adopt the agenda as presented, seconded by Alderman Jackson and 

carried.    

 

Public Comment 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Regular Council Meeting, November 13, 2017 

at 7:00 p.m. and Special Council Meetings, November 27, 2017     

 

2. Application for License to Serve from Michael Bracken, New Richmond 

 

3. Application for Temporary Class B License from Knights of Columbus for January 7, 14, 

21, 26, 28, February 4, 11, 18, 23, and 25, 2018  

 

4. Payment of VO#61385 through VO#61474 totaling $221,180.52 plus electronic fund 

transfers of $623,323.56,    for a grand total of $844,504.08 

             General Fund $716,532.45 

Impact Fees Fund 40,800.46   

Cemetery Fund 744.04 

CDBG – Housing 2.193.62 

Debt Service Fund 17,504.83            

Capital Projects 43,344.16 

Landfill Cleanup Fund 3,085.52                                    

TID District #10 517.52 

Storm Water Utility 13,521.46 

Park Land Trust Fund 6,260.02 

Alderman Montello moved to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Alderman  

Ard and carried.   

 

Department Reports 

Administration – Noah Wiedenfeld thanked the Chamber and businesses involved in the 

Hometome Holidays celebration. The quarterly e-newsletter will be going out soon.  Noah asked 

the public to stop out to see him on Thursday as he will be ringing bells at Walmart for the 

Salvation Army for 26.2 hours.  

http://www.newrichmondwi.gov/


Finance – Rae Ann Ailts reminded Council members to look through their capital improvement 

binders and contact staff with any questions.  Rae Ann also stated tax statements were sent out on 

December 8, 2017. Be sure to check your statement to see if you received the lottery credit.  If you 

lived in your house as of January 1, 2017 and did not receive the credit, we can take care of that at 

City Hall. Also, remember the first installment is collected by the City and the second installment 

is collected by St. Croix County. 

 

Community Development – Beth Thompson reported the new custodian, Kathy Atkins, will start 

tomorrow.  On December 5, 2017, we reduced our printer fleet from 44 to 20 printers, which will 

save on energy, paper and toner.  There will be a Primary Election on December 19, 2017, absentee 

voting can be done through December 15, 2017 in the Clerk’s office. 

 

Public Works –Jeremiah Wendt reminded residents to remove snow from sidewalks within 24 

hours of any snowfall.  The Compost Site is still open until December 19, 2017. The Dairy Queen 

building project plan was sent out to council this week.  A silt fence was put up along the river 

bank and other fences are up on the property lines. The plan is to begin cleaning out some of the 

debris and garbage from inside the building.  You will see more exterior activity in mid-January.  

The plan is to have the lot cleared by summer.   

 

Police – Craig Yehlik stated the K-9 is now on board.  Applications were received for a new officer 

position.  Ten candidates have passed the fitness test and interviews will begin in January with a 

possible start date of April 1, 2018.  Letters were sent out reminding of the parade permit 

application due date of January 2, 2017.  Overnight parking continues through March 31, 2018.  

 

Library - Noah Wiedenfeld explained that December 11-16 the Library will be having “Christmas 

Fun Aboard the Polar Express”.  On December 30, there will be a “Noon Year’s Eve” celebration.  

The Library will be closed December 22-25, 2017. 

 

Fire – Mayor Horne reported that the Fire Department had 21 incidents last month, 12 City and 9 

rural. There was a total of 234 events in 2017 compared to an average of 215.   

 

Plan Commission Recommendations 

The Plan Commission recommended approving a Certified Survey Map from Shaun Bird which 

will connect two 2-family buildings with an attached garage between them.  Alderman Montello 

moved to approve the CSM as presented, seconded by Alderman Ard and carried. 

 

Beth Thompson discussed the Comprehensive Plan Existing Conditions Report.  The Plan 

Commission recommended approval of this document.  Alderman Ard moved to table this item for 

further discussion, seconded by Alderman Montello and carried. Council members are asked to 

give any comments on this report to Beth Thompson. 

 

Fat Tire Bike Race 

Jeremiah Wendt explained a group of bikers would like to host a race on City property adjacent to 

Barley Johns on January 13, 2018 for a fat tire bike race.  Alderman Zajkowski moved to approve 

this request, seconded by Alderman Montello and carried.  

 

Emerald Ash Borer Ordinance Update 

Noah Wiedenfeld explained the tree ordinance has not been updated for many years.  The DNR has 

reviewed our proposed tree ordinance.  Discussion followed.  The Public Works Committee would 

serve as the official tree board.  This is the first reading on this ordinance. Some changes will be 

made before the next meeting.   

 

 



Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan  

Noah Wiedenfeld presented the EAB Management Plan.  The DNR has approved this plan and the 

document requires Council approval.  Alderman Montello moved to approve the Emerald Ash 

Borer Management Plan, seconded by Alderman Ard and carried.   

 

Resolution #121701 – Energy Management Resolution 

Noah Wiedenfeld explained the resolution which is similar to what was passed in 2008 and is 

required to apply for grant funding from WPPI.  Our goal is to reduce energy consumption by 2% 

over the next 2 years.  Alderman Zajkowski offered the following resolution and moved for its 

adoption: 

RESOLUTION #121701 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MUNICIPAL-WIDE ENERGY MANAGEMENT POLICY 

WHEREAS, the City of New Richmond is committed to being an environmentally responsible 

community and a municipally owned and operated utility dedicated to improving global and local 

quality of life through active environmental stewardship; and 

WHEREAS, it is more cost-effective to use less electricity and natural gas than it is to generate 

and/or purchase electricity and natural gas for the operation of City and Utility facilities; and  

WHEREAS, New Richmond Utilities and WPPI Energy have developed and implemented 

mutually beneficial programs, projects, and educational activities focused on energy efficiency, 

conservation, and renewable energy that have been designed to increase community energy 

efficiency, promote clean air and water and reduce waste; and 

WHEREAS, New Richmond Utilities already promotes these initiatives through its Commitment to 

Community programs and partnership with WPPI Energy and Focus on Energy; and 

WHEREAS, implementing a municipal-wide energy management policy will require that the City 

of New Richmond and New Richmond Utilities make a commitment of financial and human 

resources toward initiatives that save energy and money for the long-term. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of New Richmond and New Richmond 

Utilities will set a goal to curb use of electricity, natural gas, and water in municipal facilities by 

2% from levels measured in 2017 within two years. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of New Richmond and New Richmond Utilities will 

demonstrate the effectiveness of energy efficiency, conservation, and renewable resource 

development and further seek to instill a strong conservation ethic within the community that will 

help establish the City of New Richmond as a leader in these areas. 

Motion was seconded by Alderman Montello and carried. 

 

Resolution #121702 – Authorization for River Planning Grant 

Alderman Ard offered the following resolution and moved for its adoption: 

RESOLUTION #121702 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION 

WISCONSIN DNR RIVER PLANNING GRANT 

WHEREAS, the City of New Richmond is interested in obtaining a cost-share grant from the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of the Willow River Water Trail 

Initiative; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant attests to the validity and veracity of the statements and representations 

contained in the grant application; and 

WHEREAS, a grant agreement is requested to carry out the project; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of New Richmond will meet the financial 

obligations necessary to fully and satisfactorily complete the project and hereby authorizes and 

empowers the following officials or employees to submit the following documents to the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for financial assistance that may be available. 

TASK TITLE OF 

AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE(S) 

EMAIL ADDRESS AND 

PHONE NUMBER OF 

AUTHORIZED 



REPRESENTATIVE(S) 

Sign and submit grant 

application 

Director of Public Works 

 

OR 

 

Management Analyst 

jwendt@newrichmondwi.gov 

715-246-4268 

 

 

nwiedenfeld@newrichmondwi.gov 

715-246-4268 

Enter into a grant agreement 

with the DNR 

Submit quarterly and/or final 

reports to the DNR to satisfy the 

grant agreement, as appropriate 

Submit reimbursement 

request(s) to the DNR no later 

than the date specified in the 

grant agreement 

Sign and submit any other 

necessary documentation 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that applicant will comply with all local, state and federal rules, 

regulations and ordinances relating to this project and the cost-share agreement.  

 

Motion was seconded by Alderman Zajkowski and carried. 

 

Appointment of Republican and Democratic Election Inspectors 

Alderman Ard moved to approve the following Election Inspectors as submitted by the parties: 

Republican    Democratic 

Carole Anderson   MaryJane Bridge 

Alice Heinbuch    Sharon Fall 

Joann LaMotte    Henri Olson 

Jean Pellegrino    Robert Olson 

Motion was seconded by Alderman Jackson and carried. 

 

Willow River Bluffs Development Agreement 

Nick Vivian, City Attorney, explained the development agreement for Willow River Bluffs.  

Alderman Montello moved to approve the development agreement, seconded by Alderman Jackson 

and carried. 

 

Insurance Claim/Hail Damage Action 

Rae Ann Ailts explained the hail damage amounts and asked for approval of the preliminary 

statement of loss.  Staff recommends accepting the preliminary statement so the insurance 

company can disburse the funds.  The damage that was cosmetic only, we will take the cash value 

and could use those funds for green tier initiative items.  Staff made the following 

recommendations: 1) Approval of a Sworn Statement in Proof of Loss enabling disbursement of 

the actual cash value to occur; 2) Allocating $30,000 in funds to establish a sustainability account 

and an amount not to exceed $25,000 in matching funds for the energy efficiency grant, if awarded.  

Remaining funds would be allocated to future municipal building improvements; 3) Allocating 

$19,362 in police vehicle damages for future police vehicle replacements. Alderman Montello 

moved to approve these recommendations, seconded by Alderman Zajkowski and carried. 

 

Police Department Glock Update/Action 

Craig Yehlik explained the Sig Sauer guns currently used by officers are coming to the end of their 

useful life.  Night sights need to be replaced of some of the guns and now is a good time to change 

over to the new Glock handgun since the cost of the new guns less the trade-in value is less than 

the cost to redo the night sights. Staff recommends purchasing 9mm ammunition and training 

equipment in 2017 and purchasing 19 Glock Gen V handguns and trade in 18 of the current Sig 



Sauer handguns, training kits, and spare parts in 2018.  Alderman Montello moved to accept this 

recommendation, seconded by Alderman Ard and carried. 

 

Legal Counsel Contracts  

Mike Darrow explained that Council discussed these contracts at the work session on November 

27, 2017.  Staff recommends approval of a three-year legal services contract for civil and 

prosecution services and a one year contract for labor services.  Alderman Montello moved to 

accept this recommendation, seconded by Alderman Ard and carried.      

 

North Side Update and Proposed Survey 

Mike Darrow explained the proposed trail on the western side of the river from the railroad tracks 

to the bridge.  A survey needs to be completed to see if a trail in this location is feasible.  Jeremiah 

Wendt explained the contract with Short-Elliott-Hendrickson to survey this area.  Staff 

recommended approval of this contract not to exceed $10,000 to survey property on the west bank 

of the Willow River to determine the feasibility of a trail, with costs to be covered by funds 

designated as part of the purchase of the former Dairy Queen property.  Alderman Zajkowski 

moved to approve this recommendation, seconded by Alderman Jackson and carried. 

 

125th Street Design Update 

Jeremiah Wendt gave an overview of the 125th Street Design and the request for more feedback on 

trails in this area.  A mailing was sent out to residents in this area and they slightly favored a trail 

on County Road A.  Jeremiah recommended the following: 1) moving forward with the original 

design of 125th Street as previously approved; 2) continuing to pursue a trail on County Road A, 

including the possibility of having a public meeting in January in partnership with St. Croix 

County; 3) Include a trail on West 8th Street as part of the design for Lincoln/Jefferson/Marshall 

street reconstruction project.  Discussion followed.  Alderman Montello moved to proceed with the 

three recommendations as presented, seconded by Alderman Ard and carried.   

 

Work Session on January 13, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. 

The work session will be on January 13, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the Civic 

Center.  

 

Communications and Miscellaneous 

 

Closed Session 

Alderman Ard moved to go into Closed Session per State Statute 19.85 (1)(e)– TID #9, seconded 

by Alderman Jackson, and carried.   

 

Open Session 

No action was taken 

 

Alderman Montello moved adjourn the meeting, seconded by Alderman Ard, and carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.       

 

 

Tanya Batchelor  

                    City Clerk 


